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line. Their spirit is good and there is no doubt that the
Russians, even those who are fairly disinterested and those
who are opposed to the war, although expecting Port Arthur
to fall within six weeks, are convinced that sooner or later
Russia must win by force of numbers. With all deference
to the Times critic there is no getting over the fact that at
every ten miles up to Lake Baikal from Russia there is now
a crossing station, that 16 pairs of trains can now pass over
the line daily, and that in five weeks ending July 22nd the
10th and 17th Army Corps were brought into Kharbin, a
force of 110,000 men all told. Horses have to come from
Tomsk; but there is abundance of hay and grain in
Manchuria itself, which is an astonishingly rich country and
is now enjoying an exceptionally good harvest.

BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN COIRESPONDENT.)

huzccurately Dispensed Prescription Prosecutions.
EARLY in last month two interesting cases were heard at

the city police-courts in connexion with the dispensing of
medical prescriptions. The first case was that of a druggist
named Heath who had been asked by a messenger from the
health department to compound the following prescription
written by Dr. J. D. McCrindle, assistant medical officer of
hM’ Hh ’_

Sig. : A dessertspoonful every four hours as required.
The mixture should have contained 240 grains of quinine
sulphate and 240 minims of diluted sulphuric acid. The

messenger, a woman, left the prescription and called later in
the day for the mixture. The defendant then asked her if the
patient was very ill, because, he said, it was rather an extra-
ordinary dose. He charged 2s. The woman handed the
bottle to Inspector Jones who came into the shop and ex-
plained who he was. The defendant then said, ‘ I did not
put the half ounce of quinine in ; I only put in half a drachm ;
I thought it was a mistake." On behalf of the prosecution it
was urged that it was the duty of the druggist to make up a
prescription obviously coming from a medical man without
using his own discretion as to the amount of any particular
drug which he should put in. It was also pointed out that
the price of 23 grains of quinine was only 1d., whilst the
price of 240 grains was about 9d. Dr. McCrindle, who gave
evidence, stated that he should have expected compliance
with such a prescription. The defendant gave evidence on
his own behalf and said that he should not think of putting
half an ounce of quinine into a six-ounce mixture. The

ordinary dose they were accustomed to make up was from
one to two grains. When the woman called with the

prescription he inquired the complaint of the patient
and the address of the medical man and he would
not make up the prescription until the woman came

back and he had made these inquiries. He also stated that
he thought that the prescription was too well written to
have come from a medical man and concluded that it was a

copy. After a long consultation the bench said that they
considered the case to be one of the most important ever
brought before them. Up to a certain point the defendant
exercised a very proper discretion. But he did not go far

enough. When he convinced himself that there was some-
thing in the prescription which suggested to his mind that
there was possible danger to the patient he should have
insisted that the name of the medical man was given to him
and he might have absolved himself from all personal respon-
sibility by consulting the medical man. The bench did
not think that there was any dishonest intention on

the part of the defendant but he had been negligent
in his duty and they had no alternative but to convict,
though they had tried in every conceivable way to dis-
cover whether it was possible to justify the action of the
defendant. The penalty would be 40s. and costs.-The
second case was that of Needhams (Limited). In this
instance the messenger from the health department called
at one of the branches of this firm and left the following
prescription to be made up :-

Sig. : One teaspoonful with a little water three times a day.

The capacity of the bottle supplied by the defendants was
only five and a quarter ounces and it contained only 334
grains of iodide of potassium. The dose given on the bottle
was one tablespoonful instead of one teaspoonful, as ordered
by the prescription. One tablespoonful contained 32 grains,
while the dose ordered by the prescription was seven and a
half grains. The prosecution complained chiefly of the size
of the dose, which would have had injurious effects if taken.
They did not suggest fraud but there was gross uegligence.
Dr. McCrindle in his evidence said that a dose of the size in

question would hane had a serious effect upon a weakly
person. Cross-examining counsel tried to secure an admission
that when a preparation was ordered in a six-ounce bottle the
usual dose was one tablespoonful, but Dr. McCrindle refused
to admit this. For the defendants it was urged that the-

greatest care was taken in the selection of assistants and
that the person who was responsible for the error in question
had served his apprenticeship with the firm and that they
had never had the slightest complaint about him. There
was no intention to defraud the purchaser, for the assistant
had actually charged 4d. or 5d. less for the mixture than he-
should have done. Messrs. Needham employed Dr. A.
Bostock Hill to go round from time to time and have pre-
scriptions made up at their shops with the object of ascer-
taining whether their assistants were doing their work

properly. The prosecution stated that it had been necessary
on a previous occasion to caution the firm about carelessness.
The bench held that there was no intention to defraud but
that there was carelessness and for that the defendants.
must pay the costs of the prosecution.

health of 16’orcesters7ci-re : -I)eoli,ic -ija the Birth-rate.
The county medical officer of health, Mr. G. H. Fosbroke,

has recently issued his report for the year 1903. Only two>
districts in the county have materially increased during that
twelvemonth-viz., King’s Norton by 3359 and Yardley by
2470. On the other hand, one urban and 17 rural districts
have decreased in population during the same period. The
birth-rate in England and Wales for 1903, 28’4 per 1000, is-
lower than the rate for any year on record and that for the
county of Worcester is below this, being only 27’9. Last

year the rate of Bromsgrove North District, the average for
which during the past ten years has been 29’2, was only
26’0, and Dr. C. Kidd, the medical officer of this district,
remarks that ’’ the matter is one with which a sanitary
authority has little to do directly, it being a social and moral
question rather than one of public health." The districts iih
which the highest birth-rates have prevailed are populated
chiefly by artisans. The death-rate for the year is.
much the lowest as yet recorded for the county of
Worcester. The lowest death-rate for any district is.
that for Malvern, which was 9’7, and this is closely
followed by King’s Norton with 10’2 and Yardley
with 10’8. It will be noticed that the two last-mentioned
districts are those in which the increase of population is.
most marked, so that the decreased death-rate is doubly
satisfactory. The county mortality from small-pox has been
low during recent years and in 1903 only equalled 0 003 per
1000 of the population. The disease was taken by tramps-
into seven of the ten districts invaded, which confirms the-
well-known facts that small-pox is taken by tramps from
district to district and that there is practically no power to-
control those who have been in contact with the disease, if
not actually suffering from it. The annoyance caused by
tramps who infest certain parts of the county during the-
pea-picking is great, for they are not only depraved
characters but are also fertile sources of infectious disease.
Last year there were no less than 32 separate outbreaks of
small-pox in the county, but as the local authorities of the-
districts in which the disease appeared had small-pox
hospitals and the officials promptly adopted suitable pre-
cautionary measures the disease was quickly stamped out.
Had small-pox broken out in Lye and Woolescote or Stour-
bridge urban or in Halesowen rural districts, possibly this
fortunate state of things might not have happened, for there-
is no hospital accommodation for small-pox in these districts.

Pecuniary Circumstances of Hospital Patients.
Recent negotiations between the West Bromwich Trades

Council and the local hospital afford another example of the
manner in which hospitals might be abused if somit bodies
of working men could have their way. The Trades’Council
in question has made complaints against the medical staff
of the hospital because of what it was pleased to call the
unnecessary inquiries into the circumstances of the patients
made by those members of the staff whose assistance had
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:been sought. The reply received from the secretary of the
,hospital on behalf of its governing body does not seem to have
satisfied the Trades Council, for at a recent meeting dissatis-
faction was expressed with it and it was urged that working
men who contributed so largely to the support of the institu-
tion received their tickets for medical treatment from people
who were supposed to exercise their discretion in connexion
’with their distribution. Eventually a motion was passed
expressing the h ’pe that the distribution of tickets would in
future be recognised by the hospital authorities and also
that the medical men would refrain from inquiring into

.applicants’ domestic circumstances.
Sept.20th. 

________________

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Liverpool Infectious Hospitals: Annual Inspection by the

City Council.
THE members of the hospitals and port sanitary committee,

,accompanied by other members of the city council, made
their annual inspection of the corporation infectious hos-

pitals on Sept. 13th. The’six hospitals visited were the

City Hospital South, Parkhill Hospital, the City Hospital
JJ1ast, the City Hospital North, Priory-road Hospital, and
Fazakerley Hospital. In the tour was also included a visit
to the new hospital in course of erection at Fazakerley
which is to cost over &pound;130,000, exclusive of .B38,000 paid
for land. This new hospital is to be a model of construc-
tion and equipment. Prior to its commencement deputa-
,tions from the committee inspected the best infectious hos-
,pitals in the country and have utilised the information gained
in planning the new institution. It may have been that this
new hospital would not have been deemed necessary for
some years to come but for the fact that Parkhill site, on
which a series of temporary buildings constitute the hos-

pital, may be required at any time by the dock board, who
are the owners, for dock extension and the corporation is
,liable at any time to receive notice to quit. Such an

eventuality would have displaced between 300 and 400 beds,
which at a time of pressure would be a grave matter for the
community. The committee is therefore preparing for any
emergency, appreciating the fact that the more infectious
,cases are isolated for treatment the less will be the

danger of the spread of disease. When the new hospital
ds finished every requirement imposed upon the corporation
in regard to the treatment of zymotic diseases will have been
fulfilled and the heavy expenditure in that direction for the
past few years is likely to increase for a time. The charge
on behalf of the various hospitals for sinking fund, interest,
and maintenance now approaches f.70,000 per annum, which
is regarded in some important quarters as the limit to which
the city ought to be expected to go with its present popula-
tion. The inspection occupied the committee ten hours.
everything possible was inspected, including many wards
where fever-stricken patients were lying. All the hospitals are
- equipped on the most approved modern basis. The scrupulous
.cleanliness and cheeriness of the wards, rendered addition-
ally pleasant by a tasteful display of choice flowers culti-
vated within the confines of the hospital grounds or obtained
from the city parks and gardens, were greatly admired. At
the end of the day the company, which numbered about 30
.and included the Lord Mayor, sat down to dinner in the
administrative block of the small-pox hospital at Fazakerley.
Alderman Giles (the chairman of the committee) presided.
Complimentary speeches were made by the chairman, the
Lord Mayor, Dr. E. W. Hope (the medical officer of health),
and others. Dr. Hope stated that he never recollected the
- city so free from infectious disease.

Hospital Saturday Fund: School Collections.
The Lord Mayor has received a letter from the secretary

of the Hospital Saturday Fund respecting a suggestion
which was made to the former some time ago with regard
to a collection in the elementary schools in the city. The
result of the appeal is most satisfactory. The teachers of
Liverpool took the matter up warmly and have contributed
amongst them upwards of R60, which sum has been handed
over to the treasurer of the fund. The secretary hopes that
the collection may become an annual source of income to
the fund.

Liverpool’s DeatA-rate and the Ship Canal: Norcl Theory.
The medical officer of health reported to the health

committee on Sept. 15th that the death-rate in the city
was gradually decreasing. The total number of deaths

registered during the week was 347, as against 378 in
the previous week. The death-rate has now diminished
to 24’ per 1000, as against 37’7 three weeks ago. Mr.
Isaac Turner, a member of the committee, said it was a

singular and noteworthy fact that all the towns on

or near the Manchester Ship Canal had been afflicted
with similarly heavy rates of mortality - Liverpool,
Bootle, Birkenhead, Runcorn, Manchester, Warrington,
and Salford. Mr. Whitney (another member of the com-
mittee) said that the Manchester dredgers frequently dis-
charged near Liverpool. That was decidedly a question
for the corporation to take up. The medical officer of health
said it would not be proper to saddle the Ship Canal with the
responsibility for Liverpool’s late high death-rate. The
abnormal rate of mortality was not peculiar to a particular
part of Lancashire ; it was prevalent all over the county.

Donations to Local Charities.
The treasurer of the Royal Infirmary has received .f.1000

from Mrs. Barrow to endow a bed in memory of her husband,
the late Mr. James Barrow. Mr. W. P. Hartley has sent
.f.500 and Mr. Alfred Booth and Mr. Edmond Johnston &pound;200
and &pound;100 respectively to the treasurer of the Liverpool
Country Hospital for Children.

Sept. 20th.

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Pauperism in Swansea.
AT a recent meeting of the Swansea board of guardians

Mr. F. T. Bircham, the Poor-law inspector of the Local
Government Board, animadverted upon the large number of
cases of medical relief occurring within the union, which
amounted last year to 2174 in a population of less than

100,000. He expressed the opinion that sufficient inquiry
was not made before an order for medical attendance was

given and said that many men would not perhaps consider
it necessary to join a sick club or a friendly society if they
could readily obtain the services of the parish medical officer
when they fell ill. Where able-bodied men applied for relief
for their wives in cases of confinement he advised that the
relief should be given in the form of loan and the cost to
the guardians subsequently recovered. Figures were placed
before the guardians showing that the amount of pauperism
in Swansea had increased very considerably during recent
years. During the past ten years the rate of pauperism was
reduced in England and Wales 12 per cent., in Wales and
Monmouthshire 13 per cent., and in South Wales and
Monmouthshire 7 per cent., while in Swansea there was an
actual increase of 22 per cent., notwithstanding the fact
that the increase in the population of Swansea was only to
the extent of 5 per cent., or about a third of the increase in
the other districts named.

Rhondda Health Report.
The annual report of the medical officer of health of the

Rhondda urban disttict is always of interest, relating as it
does to a locality of recent growth with an industrial popula-
tion of about 120,000 persons. The birth-rate in 1903 was
40’9 per 1000, which was the average rate for 25 years past.
The death-rate in 1903 was 16-7 per 1000, a lower rate than
has been recorded for 20 years. The average death-rate in
the ten immediately preceding years was 20’ 3 per 1000. Dr.
J. D. Jenkins (the medical officer of health) points out that
this low death-rate was to a great extent due to the meteoro-
logical conditions which prevailed during the greater part of
the year and not to circumstances dependent upon the
amount of attention which the council chose to bestow upon
the state of its district. For some years past the Local
Government Board has been urging upon the district council
the desirability of increasing the staff of sanitary inspectors
employed in the two valleys but the council still refuses to
act upon the advice of the Board. The six inspectors who
are employed are expected to act as building inspectors and
to inspect the laying of all new drains in addition to the
specific duties laid down by the Local Government Board.
The amount of work to be done by these officials may
be gathered from the statement that there are nearly
1000 workshops in the district and that last year they
investigated and reported upon 1542 cases of infectious


